Riding Into History

ANOTHER SPRING HAS BLOSSOMED AND
like the gorgeous flowers at the World Golf
Village in S1. Augustine, Florida, the Seventh
Annual Riding Into History Concours d'Elegance
— the South's premier motoreycling event
(http:/fwww.ridingintohistory.org/) ~ has spread
its two-wheeled beauty on the landscape. The
RIH show has expanded Into a full weekend's event.

By Paul Franchina

that's what 1'd |ike 1o hghligh! hene
The VIMC was definitely pragent in
fores thig vear. Thate wam Iwo major
raasana for this. Firet, having Iost our
spot in Delang dunng Bike Week, wa
ware saaking anothar Flodda venuae
for pur springiime bike show The
second reason was thal this vears
therme far RiH was “The Landmark
Moloroycles af Japan™ | can't quite
think ol o mara GG theme ki the
VIMEC o rally behind, I must bo
nioted thal tha VIMC takas no cradil
in organizing his show. That's the
chirga of analher fantasic group of
Iotks under the auspices of the
Atlantic Beach Yintage Motormyols
Cluty, eant of Jacksamville, Finnda. Mt
Eilly Aldrich and His dlub deserve the
aradit for pulling on onie kabulous
eaenl, But L should aiso be noted
Il soume of thogs ABVIME [olks (the

Saturday beging early with a
benali richs Inom {h downtown
Jacksonville area to the show site
Thiera Ihe show bikes [ake cantir stage
bar the remainder of the day, The Bkar's
Ball, which caps all the day on Salurday
evaning, is an evant In and of ieell
Finally, the waakend (s braught 16 a
cloge by the Vintage ride on Sunday
murning. This |s aboul as lne & billl o
lare au esn be lound anywhars (0
molareyeling.

Saturday, May 20th 2006 was
nuthing shor of spactacular A bright
Bl sk Wth igh Ny Slouds grstad
everyene, While the Florda midday sun
got o bit oasty with temps touching tho
low 90s, there was a soll breazn
Blwing that, along walh law humidity,
kept things plaasant. This year's avant
way exire-spacisl bacausa (he
fuintessanikal molo-jeumaist, Mr. Petar
Eqan, served as Grand Marshall, For all
his fame, Pete's jusl another
down-homs matareytie amiusiast at
hasart, o prolensgns, no haughly
attitude, |ust one really nica guy Pete
Ioured the yrounds, maldng multiple
Iapd of e citral Beke arcund wiich
thi bikes wers placed, and gave
sutographs for both his books. [ don't
know whio will B Tha M nest year, bt
Pete i guing to be a hard act 1o follow
Knowing the R Ralks, thay'll meke it
happen and stun us with thalr oholee,
I'rm sure ihig show will get covenage in
the national magazines, espacially ghan
Pete's prosance, bul there are some
VUMC-spacilic issuas hal may oo
unmenlioned in hose publations, so
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hanarabla Mr, Aklrich Inchudod) aié also
cardecamying mambars of the VJME
20, if there was evar a tme to coma o
the suippan of fellow smbuslacts Iy
lurtherieg aur cause, this was It and
There v were, The ABVME provided
booth spaca for fhe VIMC free of
oharge and only asked thal we put as
many Esplay bikes in il ws we could Nl
They also asked 11 | could coax as
muny VIME members sg possible 1o
corme oul and show ther Bikes | el
wo acoomplished this, though I'm suo
soRTen mbarm an the mall (il were
pemng siek ol my many smal|
annauncements toward 1he end date
bl I workad and the msulls

WETE BWELOE,

AS & special promotional dam
for this show, the chub produced
informational displays for members who
had entarad Ner Dilkasin e Show,
These wero 16 % 20 inch placards with
dila about the bike, s swner and any
special history, These wene a great it
al the show, with many folks inguiring
a5 to their availsbility for porchase, Thay
made & powerul statement &8 1o the
avtent of the clluts preaance nara 166
WaE Impressive (o see. & row ol
dapanese bikes wilh the WME logu
plocards prominantly displyad on
rmany of tem!

| gueas othars warn aoually
impressad a5 we signed up 11 new
memberal One gont even apled 1o go
for our three-year deal right from the
el go. Repela saks waren't oo bad
clihar, a5 we sakd a burch of T-ahirs
and, surprisingly grven the hat weather,
colloa cups| Weaalso




Thats wers (hiee citegnnes ol Jepsanesa machines
Moderm: 1E80 - Presanl, Classie 19001970, and
Wirdaga: Pre-HG0. This ma panaiisl with fhe
edegones (ies sach) Jor rachings tam ot
oounlies. Civen Mie eherter nigtary of Japaness
mGlorayClas, 1 g oine semad ey biosd, s
highlights tha matpen mga of the Japinosn

rp Pt s fom iyl nar-edstence | he sy
B0a ba Ihe (needible road bamens of ihe 804, That
It of tachnogonl advancsmen! hail navm
freniiaely Desn pllempled, bt slong achiaved, by ory
ot mandfaciumr oo hrty-ane pariod

Hire are (he Bhow stalelice a8 povidend by the
ABVRML e heles

Murmbes of Maobamyciies i this jbdgan Conmoom 108
Peopia i attendaneg during (b day: 004

Basi in Show

Japaness 1067 Hinda, G 7

Tarry Mitchae (VG mbr

Basl in Class

dapansse Madem 1B o VFEO0
Bilewe Pasewaba (VMO mibn

Busl in Class

Japanass Classi; 1675 Simubi GTTS0
Patil Freonhine {VJIC mix)

Besl in Class

Japanese Vinlme 1968 Honda CA 77
Robert Barian (VIMC mbr)

Awnrd of Madl

Japuness Modern 1982 Kawasaki ARE]
Bab Brandned (VIMG mbr)

Award of Meril

Japanesa Classl 1575 Honda CRA00F
Slove Pasawalsr (VMG mbi)

Award of Marh

Jupaness Classic | 36 Hondu CB 17
Chaser Knight (VIME mbr)

Awrmrd of Merii

JEpHngsE Classn VA7 Kawsaaki HiO
et Keauctvwanmpa VMG mbi)

Bward of Marit

100K mile Award | 9B Suzuki GE1DO0E
Flowd VWobb (VMG mbi)

Iy rexcognirtion of all tho ofher ks that came ol ko
climplmy Imair bk, e wark 8 (ow other Avirds ol
el prasentod, | ik e fact (hat e VMG
rcmiars swenl b el Il of fop honam aeys
Pt caunr v i gl hadl tho noar bikes
Iyt (e a0 that suppart and valuabie infomaion

drialrlowied almost 100 back issues of the club magazing. Lots o
Inlks wera vary impressad with the professional quality ol the
magazing, We'll naver know how many more membemships may
b anemtod lram thoee [sues thal we handed oul, bul my
guoss (3 that | wes a delermining faotoe in same peopla's 2 e :
decesion 10 glgn an with s 1'd ke to axtend a epecial thanks to W gat from U mal I and oLb megazine. Or

Finld Rep. Morky Landry and my wile, Rose Franching, for iheir ::mt"ﬂ:u:?:ﬁ;:l{:; mﬁlmﬁﬁﬁﬂm‘hﬁm
invalibla efforts 8t the VIMC Baath ¥ ¥

Ag lo the Club's impecl on he show, (e adjpctive wolild Quakiias may be, ti WhIG has b erge dease

have to be GUSTANDING! The attanding VIMC
membars just culngiht lecked bull o the rophy departmant
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